[The experience of medical support for local wars and the problems of evacuating the wounded and sick by air].
The authors disclose the constant up-grade in the role of air transportation for medical evacuation. This problem is studied on the basis of the Korean war (1951-1953), and the Afghan war (1979-1988). Thus, the average quota of wounded evacuated by air from combat areas in Afghanistan was 68.8%. In several operations it was up to 90-95%. Air transportation made it possible to shorten the time throughout the chain of evacuation and exclude some intermediate stages of evacuation.